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BELGIUM
TENBOSCH HOUSE
Brussels
nassuming and a little under the radar
s not even a sign outside - this
& Belgian capital’s hippest new hotel.
The gracious and elegant hostess Nadia
bot-Ashdjian ushers you into a soaring
nce decorated with nothing but a
oor-io-ceiling photograph of a rainforest:
Tenbosch House (two adjacent art nouveau
manses converted into a seven-suite
hideaway) doubles as an annexe for three of
the city’s leading art galleries. The ground
floor is dedicated to a salon with an open
fire and communal dining table, a bar and
brary, and a very Zen garden that leads
to the poolhouse and sauna. Top-floor
master suites are bigger than the average
apartment, and even the smallest are
generous. Furnished entirely with mid-century
modern classics and accessorised with
contemporary Scandinavian objets d'art,
the rooms are serene and perfectly judged.
t's clear that no expense has been spared:
the Kasthall carpets are custom-made
and the heavenly beds come with a selection
of duch-down pillows. Vast bathrooms have
REN goodies and covetable bathrobes. With
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The salon at Tenbosch
House, Brussels

50 much space, peace and privacy are
guaranteed; but mingling may be rewarding.
My fellow guests included a famous French
author and an Australian set designer,
which guaranteed lively discussions over
the biodynamic breakfast. Tenbosch House
is in the heart of [xelles, a chic neighbourhood
where tourists are few and far between,
enhancing the feeling that you're part of

the stylish local scene.

WHEN TO GO Dig deeper into the local
art scene at the Art Brussels fair in late April.
ROOM TO BOOK Number 3, a 65-

Levitation rooms stand out with their
‘floating’ beds, a masterpiece of engineering
with under-bed lighting (the ceilings are
also fitted with sparkly fibreoptics). Thann
aromatherapy bath goodies, iPod docks
and coffee machines are standard. Some
rooms have double showers behind the
bed, others have slightly alarming levitating
baths. The fantasy continues downstairs
with coloured, soft-focus mirrors and high-
backed velvet sofas in the cocktail bar and
a vaulted cellar which serves as a wine bar
and breakfast room (the decadent buffet

square-metre loft with a private sundech
00 32 2888 90 90; www.tenboschhouse.
com. Doubles from €240

FRANCE

SEVEN HOTEL Paris

The Seven is probably the silliest hotel to
have opened in Paris in years, adding a
welcome dose of fun to the sometimes
po-faced world of contemporary design.

A clever mix of technology and sensuality, it
is attracting its fair share of design-conscious
business travellers as well as couples in
town for a romantic weekend. The seven
(hence the name) spacious suites were
created by four different designers and are
totally different: Lovez-Vous, complete with
cowhide bathtub; deep-carpeted Sublime
with its circular love-bed; the optical
illusions of On/Off; and Alice, where you
can play chess a deux in the double loo.
Even the standard - if that's the word -

fud and chocolate cake).
WHEN TO GO All year, although the
black corridors and velvet sofas make it
feel particularly snug in winter.
ROOM TO BOOK Ideally you'd sleep
your way round all seven suites.
00 33143 31 47 52; www.sevenhotelparis.
com. Doubles from €167

GERMANY

SOHO HOUSE BERLIN
Gritty Berlin has been given a dose of quietly
eccentric English charm with the arrival

of Soho House Berlin. The 40 bedrooms
represent the hotel component of this
members’ club, part of the Soho House
Group, which has restaurants, cinemas,
bars and spas on both sides of the Atlantic.
The Berlin outpost has many similarities
with the others, particularly in the creative
crowd it attracts, relaxing beside the
fireplaces of the Club Floor, tucked away in

a padded window alcove or basking on the
large green-and-white striped sun-loungers
beside the rooftop poal. Typical, too, are
the industrial design elements in the public
spaces (exposed brick, concrete pillars),
offset by the prettiness of the bedrooms
(lively floral prints). The ‘Tiny’ rooms under
the eaves reflect an ‘anything goes’ Berlin
meod with wooden bedsteads and metal side
tables; the other (much larger) bedrooms
have supersized, padded-velvet headboards,
faux-fur throws and pillows aplenty.
Hot-water bottles, home-baked shortbread
and Roberts radios are among the English
quirks found in this Art Deco former
department store, once headquarters to the
Communist Party. Breakfasts on the rooftop
terrace with views of the Fernsehturm,
Berlin's iconic TV tower, are a treat. In

the basement there's a Cowshed spa,
screening room, library and bar; there’s
also a gym on the first floor.

WHEN TO GO High summer, when
Berlin is at its most playful and you can
use the rooftop pool.

ROOM TO BOOK Mumber 15 has a
scalloped headboard and freestanding tub
that can be closed off for privacy.

00 49 30 40 50 440; www.sohohouse
berlin.com. Doubles from €100

GREECE
KINSTERNA HOTEL
& SPA Peloponnese

. The medieval citadel of

EaTeseA: Monemvasia, linked to the
RETRE

29 mainland by a causeway,
W is where loved-up Greeks
escape for the weekend. The village,
which is clustered around the castle, is
awash with twee guesthouses that have
seen better days. Those in the know

head seven kilometres south to Kinsterna,
a 13th-century manor house hidden
among olive and citrus groves. The hotel
is named after the ancient cistern at its
centre. Guests are refreshed with ice-cold
water straight from the source after the
four-hour drive from Athens (the hotel
can arrange chauffeur-driven transfers).
The water cascades through the dark and
steamy spa and into a jagged swimming
pool with spectacular views to the sea.
Interiors (by award-winning architects
Divercity) draw on the building’s Byzantine,
Ottoman and Venetian heritage. Vaulted
ceilings, exposed-stone walls, and
sandstone floors covered with kilims
maintain a sense of authenticity, but there
are plenty of cleverly concealed hi-tech
features, too. The 27 rooms and suites
are decorated in shades of grey and olive,
a natural palette that reflects the rural
location, The Champagne breakfast is a
feast of local treats, such as custard pie
and orange-scented rice pudding. A
five-course dinner is accompanied with the
owners' own Malvasia wine, a local grape
celebrated since Byzantium. The remote,
romantic setting is inevitably a hit with
honeymooners. And there’s no chance



of the hoi polloi spoiling the peace - the
owners have bought the surrounding hillsides
to protect guests from prying eyes.
‘WHEN TO GO Around Easter, when
the countryside is in spring full bloom.
ROOM TO BOOK A top-floor Deluxe
Suite, with sweeping views to Monemvasia.
00 30 27320 66300; www.kinsterna
hotel.gr. Doubles from €180

THE ROMANOS, COSTA
NAVARINO Messinia

A Twenty-five years in the
making, super-resort Costa
Navarino has made the region
of Messinia, in the sleepy
south-west comer of the Peloponnese, this
year's top Greek destination. The vast
development, owned by the Constantakopoulos
shipping dynasty, is impressive for its sheer
scale and ambition, even if it doesn't always
quite live up to the hype. Within Costa
Navarino, several resorts are planned, the
first of which has just opened: Navarino
Dures, complete with gotf course, 4,000
square-metre spa overlooking a kilometre
stretch of sandy beach, and two lumry
hoteds, the ritzier of which is The Romanos.
Since it opened last summes, The Romanos
has hosted Russian tycoons, German
footballers and Hollywood actors. Tiger Woods
has also made an appearance. B has 321
rooms and suites set in vast gardens, so
it's easy for celedrities to disappeat. (it's also
easy to get lost, as the signage isn't great.)
Bedrooms are simply decocated in pale
neutrals; the koxy is in the detail: soiid wood
foors, 250-threadcount sheets and marble
bathrooms. Ground-floor rooms all have
private phinge pools. There are cabafias for
outdoor massages and fire-pits for barbecues.
The beautifully presented breakfast buffet
showcases deficious local products, from
organic yoghurt o mini spinach pies. Work
it 2 off with canoeing, mountaineering,
archery or squash, It takes 750 staf to keep
they are young and a little inexperienced,
but unfailingly helplul and cheerful
WHEN TO GO May, June o
September to avoid school-holidaymakers
and sunstroke on the dunes.

ROOM TO BOOK A west-facing
Premium Infinity room to catch the glorious
sunsets over the lonian Sea.

00 30 272 309 6000; waw.romanas
costanavarino.com, Doubles from €250

ITALY

BORGO EGNAZIA Puglia
Even before Borgo Egnazia opened on
Pughia’s Adriatic coast fast May, things were
looking lively within a five-mile radius of the
fishing village of Savelletri di Fasano. There
was the Coccaro Beach Club (beistling with
Milanese), and rustic-chic boltholes such
s Masseria Cimino and the spa-focused
Matseria San Domenico, both owned by the
Melpignano family who have now opened
Borgo Egnazia, a massive-scale, family-
focused resort. Set in 40 acres, with vast

corridors and walls lined in the pale local
tufa stone, this contemporary, low-lying
resort is bathed in light. Families will like
the suites in the 72 two-storey townhouses
in a village-style complex (with a kids' club
and shallow pool) and, at a higher price,
the clutch of 28 three-bedroom super-villas
with private gardens and pools. In addition,
there is a boutique-style hotel in the main
buslding - the only area to recommend for
couples - with 63 rooms decorated in quiet
cream-on-cream, lit with glass lanterns,
The resort employs two full-time painters
1o keep the whites looking white, and
numerous easy-going staff to plump up
the sun-lounger cushions around the vast
central pool. There are two beach clubs,
two restaurants, one cookery school, a gym
and a 1800-square-metre spa; and there’s
discounted access to the only world-class
18-hole goll course in the area.

WHEN TO GO April or May, when
poppies cover the olive groves; or
September, when the sea is still warm
and the crowds hawve left,

ROOM TO BOOK Suite 101 in the main
hotel has the best terrace and sea views.
0039080225500; www.borgoegnazia.com.
Doubles from €215

CAPRI TIBERIO PALACE
The Capri Tiberio Palace is a short stroll
from the island’s busy Piazzetta along a
narrow, cobbled street Ened with elegant
boutiques, well positioned for access to
the town and just high enough to provide
sparkling Mediterranean views from the
bedrooms, Once Marriott-branded, it is now
privately owned by an Italian (whose wile
owns the successful JK Place Capri, near
the port), and its new incarmnation has seen
radical changes. The interiors are now
utterly chic in a Miami-meets-Capri way.
Interior designer Giampiero Panepinto has
combined finds from his travels with local
touches, matching sea greens and lemon
golds to create a contemporary, beeezy
atmosphere. The Jacky Bar features whirming
fans, a white grand piano, oversized
black-and-white photos and Borsaling hats.
Taschen has a bookshop in a comner of
the elegant lobby, where theee gold bowls
stand filled with salt, a traditional local
welcome. The 57 bedrooms are simple and
comfortable, with sea-facing balconies; the
13 suites have chandeliers, Jacuzzis and
huge terraces, The food in the restaurant is
excellent, from the Gaeta olives to the raviol
Caprese, a melt-in-the-mouth concoction
of fresh ricolta and herbs. There are indoor
and outdoor swimming pools, a filness
centre and the impressive Blu Mediterraneo
Spa by Acqua di Parma, anly the second in
the world, where one can immerse oneself
in the fragrance of the iland’s oranges.
WHEN TO GO September, when the
crowds have Igft and the iight is perfect
ROOM TO BOOK The Bellevue
Suite for its classical elegance.

00 39 081 978 7111; www.capritiberio
palace.it. Doubles from €360

PRINCIPE FORTE

DEI MARMI Tuscany

Set back from the beach among the genteel
villas and gardens of Forte ded Marmi -
the Gber-exclusive holiday resort recently
popular with wealthy Russians - the
contemporary Principe has shaken up the
traditional accommodation scene on this
part of the Versilia coast. The decor is
pared-down and elegant with warm woods,
stone and glass playing backdrop to a
who's who of Italian furniture design. The
ground floor is a light-filled open space
with sitting. bar and restaurant areas
There's also plenty of glass in the 28
bedrooms, decorated in white, taupe and
pale honey colours with gorgeous Tunisian
stone bathrooms. The icing on the cake is
the spectacular rooftop bar, where mare
retractable glass and a huge wraparound
terrace create an inside/outside space
suspended between the Apuan Alps and
the sea. Eating options include a gourmet
restaurand, tapas-style fusion food on the
roof and a classic spaghetti alle vongole
served on the beach. Although there's a
sleek pool and cocooning spa, most guests
choose to while away summer days under
a cabadia at the hotel's beach club. Sounds
boring? Then charter the hotel's yacht for a
spin up to Portofino. The Principe is aiming
high and along with eye-watering prices
come exceptional services. Once it has
fully settled in, this is going to be one of the
very best hotels on the coast.

WHEN TO GO Forte is at its liveliest
in August. May. June and September are
quieter and cooler,

ROOM TO BOOK The Spatio is a
90-square-metre open space with a huge
terrace; 305 is a Sght-filled comner room
with views of the mountains.

00 39 0584 783636; www.principeforte
deimarmi.com. Doubles from €450

MONTENEGRO
AMAN SVETI STEFAN
Montenegro
. It took Amanresorts four
years to complete the

{ mammoth project of restoring

R the UNESCO-protected
island to its former charm, every detad
just-so. This is not your standard resort, but
a charming village on its own rocky islet
off the dramatic coast of Montenegro, the
‘new Croatia”, It was buit in the 15th century
from the spoils of a battle won by fishermen
against marauding Turks, and the former
fishermen's cottages now house 50 rooms
and suites, all with 0 views. They are
beautiful, spacious and hi-tech, the furniture
and fittings of the very best quality, the
palette pleasingly neutral. The only sound

is of songbirds and boats. Oleander and
olive trees grow aleng the higgledy-piggledy
stone passageways. The look remains
artfully rustic, but the service is world-class:
recruited locally and trained rigorously,

the staff verge on telepathic, The two pools

both have restaurants, and there are
many moee places to eat and drink in the
pretty piazza. It is woeth crossing the
causeway for the excellent restaurants

on the mainiand, oo, Or to spend lazy
hours on one of the four beaches, the
loveliest of which is Queen's Beach, a private,
perfect litthe arc of pase-pink sand, B 2
fingernail, where the water is 5o clear you
can walch fish shimmer past your anikles.
WHEN TO GO June or September,
when the super-yachts have returned

to Russia and Italy but the weather is
warm and sunny.

ROOM TO BOOK The Grand Sute is
grand indeed; its terraces have views out
10 562 in three directions. The Sveti Stefan
Suite is even grander, and has its own pool.
00 382 33 420000; www.amanresorts.com.
Doutles from €660

THE NETHERLANDS

THE GRAND
AMSTERDAM

A building with as august a history as the
one that now houses The Grand Amsterdam
presents a daunting prospect to anyone
wanting to add another chapter to its story.
Built in 1578 as a monastery, it moonlighted
a5 a lodge for royal visitors to the city, was
Iater an Admiralty Building, then for nearly
200 years Amsterdam'’s City Hall (during
which time it gained an Art Deco extension),
before first emerging as a hotel in the
1990s. French interiors architect Sybille de
Margerie has worked a minor mirache in a
complete refit, which opened in phases over
2010. She’s used the plums, rich browns,
deep pinks and oranges that gleam in Oid
Master paintings to create a style that
stands its ground in this monumental
setting. It is contemporary without being
vulgar, cosy but not twee. The restaurant,
Bridges, is already being heralded as one of
the town's top 10, thanks to chef Aurélen
Poirot's perfectly poised seafood dishes,
such as octopus carpaccio, given a subtie
turn with pine nuts and mint oil; and there's
a really first-rate raw bar. Bathroom TVs,
Hermés products and a personal butier
service that hits just the right note all do
their bit in making what has deservedly
become one of Amsterdam’s top addresses.
WHEN TO GO Even the city centre
manages the odd outburst of tulips in spring.
This time of year, when the leaves have not
fully formed on the trees, and the autumn, a5
they begin to fall, are the best times for vistas
of the historic buildings that line the canals.
ROOM TO BOOK A room on the
upper floot, with views across the Oudezijds
Achterburgwal, the canal behind the hotel
(quieter and prettier than the one in front).
00 31 20 5553111; www.safitel-legend-
thegrand.com. Doubles from €252

PORTUGAL

VIDAGO PALACE
Trés-os-Montes

Vidago Palace is a resort hoted with grande-
dame status. Anticipatory senvice, >
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